Laura Williams has designed "Aluna" - a tidal-powered Moon clock (see http://www.alunatime.org/). Laura and her team need to raise several million to build this landmark project, already being compared in size and significance with Stonehenge.

Laura conceived the clock because of her feeling that we are moving too fast.  We are trying to outdo time and as a result are consuming ourselves, other beings and our environment out of existence.  Exponential progress in technology and an out-of-control economic order have resulted in accelerated living and the loss of feast/holy days. We are expected to be available to produce and consume 24/7, 365 a year.  We have become obsessed with the fractions and have totally lost sight of the whole. Our attention spans and temporal horizons are shortening; our responsibility to our future, that of our descendants and our environment is diminishing. Our collective sense of meaning and belonging is disappearing.  We need to take a step back, slow down and reconnect with the bigger picture.

Driven by the tides, Laura's clock will show the Moon’s wax & wane, rise & set, and ebb & flow cycles.  By drawing attention to these and the significant line-up of Earth, Moon and Sun at new Moon and full Moon, Aluna will reintroduce the idea of sacred time and time for celebration; time for building up and time for winding down.  It will reinstate an awareness and understanding of our planet’s rhythms and our place within the Universe, and encourage a conversation about temporality that moves away from 'saving' and 'serving' time.  Aluna is about reclaiming our time and reclaiming our future, resonating together as a united planet and synchronising global change. 


Gemma Enole Ngila (www.aang serian.org.uk) is Director of Aang Serian (‘House of Peace’), a Tanzanian non-governmental organisation that works to promote and preserve indigenous knowledge, oral heritage and traditional skills. She has been central to organising the Aang Serian Community College which puts indigenous knowledge  at the heart of education in the community. By combining traditional knowledge with appropriate technologies, indigenous youth gain the tools to adapt to their changing environments, and to find their own sustainable solutions to the ongoing problems of neo-colonialism and repression. Her husband Lesikar Ole Ngila is a Maasai warrior from northern Tanzania, a descendant of the Iloibonok (the spiritual leaders of the tribe), and has been brought up in the ancient traditions of respect for self, community and environment. He Lesikar is an ambassador not only for the Maasai, but for anyone on earth who recognises the wisdom of ancient cultures and cosmologies.   For the Maasai, the moon and stars provide the calendar that regulates the traditional economy. They are used to predict the rains, direct livestock movements and synchronise ceremonies across the entire tribe. They also act as a visual reminder of the rich creation mythology that has traditionally been a part of every child’s education. The ‘stories of the beginning’ (ilomon enkiterunoto) link the present with the past, reaffirming and reinforcing group identities. Today, however, the sacred calendar is under attack from a competing worldview: ‘time is money’. Week-long conferences under the baobab trees are being replaced by ten-minute appointments, and time is measured out in dollars as mobile phones increasingly dominate urbanising societies: the question is no longer ‘when can I see my brother?’, but ‘can I afford to talk to my brother today?’ Lesikar’s call to humanity is this: to reclaim time from the economists, to affirm our connections with one another and with the universe, and to acknowledge that the moon that shines on the East is the same moon that shines on the West. Only then can we begin to heal the wounds inflicted on the planet by corporate greed and the denial of our God-given heritage. 

James Woodburn, Professor of Anthropology at London School of Economics, and Chris Knight,  Professor of Anthropology at the University of East London (http://homepages.uel.ac.uk/C.Knight) will introduce Athumani Maganzeya and Kizali Mahweshi, Chairman and Secretary of the Hadzabe Survival Council of  Tanzania. The Hadzabe are hunters and gatherers of the twenty-first century who continue to live today in the landscape where modern humans evolved over 100,000 years ago. The Hadza people struggle to maintain their culture and bush life as globalisation impacts on the Tanzanian economy. The Hadzabe Survival Council representatives will speak about their campaign for rights to the land and conservation of their ancestral environment. They question assumptions about the need for 'development' imposed by outsiders who do not have any understanding of the sophistication and successful adaptation of the hunting lifestyle in this environment. Along with other hunter-gatherers, the Hadza insist that all bright lights should be extinguished each month when the moon is dark. They need the darkness to make connection with the stars and with the ancestral spirits. Lunarchy is a movement of solidarity with this indigenous tradition. One long-term aim would be to join with the Hadza in resisting light-pollution, gaining support for the idea that all street-lights and other forms of artificial lighting should be ceremonially dimmed each dark moon.

Two indigenous Australian artists, Linda Davidson (Eora/Kamilaroi heritage) and Donna Hensen (Wiradjuri heritage) will display a meeting place symbol, widely used in Aborginal art and culture, and commissioned by the Mayor of London's Thames Festival. 

Lionel Sims teaches anthropology at the University of East London. He is internationally renowned for his work in decoding the secrets of Avebury Stone Circle and Stonehenge. His argument is that before the rise of farming, all humans were hunter-gatherers, regulating their lives by reference to the sun and moon. Using the moon as their special clock, women performed rituals designed to enhance synchrony between the menstrual cycle and wider social and ritual rhythms. To enable overnight travel, men's collective hunting expeditions were scheduled to coincide with full moon. Men¹s and women¹s rhythms were harmonised to the same schedule ­ that set by the moon in the sky. 

All this changed around the end of the Ice Age, when large game animals became scarce in many regions, forcing former hunters to resort to alternative methods of subsistence, culminating in farming. Women¹s cycles and lunar rhythms began to be perceived as incompatible with economic imperatives, now increasingly tied to a solar ­ seasonal ­ ritual calendar. Stonehenge was built to ameliorate these incompatibilities, emphasising points of correspondence between solar and lunar cycles. This and other monuments of the period pointed both ways ­ they both symbolised humanity¹s loss of connection with the moon and also resisted it, as if seeking some means of return to a long lost age. By understanding Stonehenge¹s original function, we can draw on its messages to help reconnect with the powers of darkness and with the night sky. 

Ana Lopes is General Secretary of the International Union of Sexworkers (http://www.iusw.org/); she will be speaking in a personal capacity. In helping to establish trade union rights for workers in the global sex industry, the IUSW has made history. The General, Municipal and Boilermakers¹ Union ­ Britain¹s second-biggest union ­has been successfully persuaded by Ana and her comrades to admit sex-workers for the first time, setting a precedent which has inspired sister movements around the world.  An anthropologist as well as an activist, Ana's ultimate inspiration is the precedent set many thousands of years ago by hunter-gatherer women, whose sexual freedom allows them power. Women in African hunter-gatherer societies strive to ensure that their sexual signals are not alienated for the profit of others but remain under collective self-ownership and control, motivating men to go hunting for them and to help domestically in other ways. Ana¹s dream would be for a global strike throughout the sex industry, culminating in sexual revolution and the overthrow or patriarchal exploitation, violence and abuse.
Jerome Lewis (http://www.lse.ac.uk/collections/anthropology/jeromelewis.htm/) is an anthropologist at the London School of Economics and has been involved in the indigenous rights movement supporting forest peoples in Central Africa since 1993. Jerome, his wife Ingrid and young son Nando spent many years learning the language, culture, survival skills, and ritual knowledge of the Mbendjele hunter-gatherers of Congo-Brazzaville. As the global reach of industrial capitalism embraces the Congo Basin newcomers are perceiving nature as scarce, and resources are being jealousy monopolised and hoarded by global organisations. For Mbendjele nature is able to provide abundantly for all creatures. They say that scarcity is a product of people not sharing properly. Scarcity is a concept of resources that suits global capitalism, it has been imposed by industrial logging companies and other capitalist interests, such as nature protectionists, on the Congo Basin. The Mbendjele are appalled by this behaviour that is denying them access to their forest. Like other hunter-gatherers in similar situations, they demand to know when people from the capitalist world are going to understand that they must begin sharing properly and acting respectfully towards all creatures, people included, if nature is to remain abundant.
The Mbendjele have much to teach us if we are interested to learn. Their theory of how to share properly takes the link between menstruation and the moon as its starting point for regulating the interaction between men and women, and humans and animals. Proper sharing ensures balance between forest resources and human needs and the well-being of human and all other creatures. Jerome and Ingrid would like the songs, dances and understandings of hunter-gatherers to captivate and enchant activists within the Social Forum movement, leading ultimately to a planet cared for in accordance with hunter-gatherer principles of equality, autonomy and mutual respect through the proper sharing of one's own and the planet's resources.
Finally, a polyphonic singing workshop led by Ingrid Lewis will give the Moon Room's participants the opportunity to experience the unique Central African forest hunter-gatherers' singing style that emphasises equality and the efforts of all to create unity. Ingrid works in public health in developing countries and in complementary medicine specialising in women's and perinatal health. While living in Congo, she was initiated by the Mbendjele women into their secret knowledge and ancestral rites. She hopes that by sharing some Mbendjele songs she can help us to begin to understand some of the elements central to egalitarian relationships. It is vital to re-establish such relationships if we are to change the way we live in today's world. 
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