SOLIDAR – a currency beyond capitalism and socialism
A radiant autumn day ten years ago an aspen tree attracted my attention. It was lighted by the sun like a lamp, beckoning with its golden coin leaves in a breath of air. Absorbed by the scenery I saw materialized, ever-new solar energy dancing around me on its way out in space as warmth. 
How do we issue money reflecting this passing, ever new energy, partly preserved and distributed as warmth by the oceans? How do we find nature-congruent money, connecting people and nature like a bridge over the turbulent system of today?
Inspired by the solar flow pattern I started a long-term work to develop a corresponding monetary system. My first surprise was that would release generosity now imprisoned in our anxcious minds.
The nature-inspired currency could be used for local civil preparedness in the first hand. If spread spontanously it could slow down our over-production in a way that people would gladly accept. In the long run it would make huge curative measures possible, like worldwide sanitation of soil and water. To restore the health of the planet you need interest-free money that does not create debt. That is a way to restore health and harmony in nature and human life. The proposed currecy is called Solidar.
The solidar system is based on areas of similar natural resource, as sold real resources is the security of it, at any time. Different solidar regions will have different rate of exchange due to different ecological and demographic conditions. 
The solidar is used with microchip cards and scanners for the members of the system. Other money could be used parallel. 
How the system operates 

When a person is born or decides to enter the system, a certain amount of solidars are created as basic income and placed into a basic account for him or her.  Solidars on basic accounts are just numbers antil they are used as payment. The numbers in a basic account can be thought of as being in stasis, as potential money. Basic income can be kept on the basic account as interest-free savings during the life of a person, or spent on the market.  No one can deposit into the basic account, but new basic income enters it every day, free of charge. 

It is impossible to withdraw a solidar and keep it in a pocket. It enters the market when it is transferred electronically from a basic account to a so called passage account as payment for goods or services. All solidars on  passage accounts will gradually decrease, and new solidars will enter the passage accounts as salary för work. Once a solidar sum is released into the market, i will move between the passage accounts of buyers and sellers til it is gone. 
As a stone sent rolling from the top of a hill gradually loses potential energy, a solidar sum spent on the market will gradually decrease.  Solidar sums on passage accounts are subject to a kind of entropy; that is, they decrease in value at a pre-programmed rate until they effectively “die” on the market. 
When an individual dies, his or her basic and passage accounts will die as well. 
The dead solidars are recycled: they are recreated evenly in a continuous stream of basic income on the personal basic ts – and to the public basic accounts as well. 
Structure of the system 

Persons have one basic account and one passage account.  The public sector has basic accounts only, and companies only have passage accounts.  The money reduction on the passage accounts will make small-scale, speculation-free markets without loans, debts, taxes, transfers, bankruptcies or even profit accumulation, because a used solidar cannot stay very long on a passage account, as the sums are gradually reduced there. To avoid loss in the companies – coops and private enterprises – the solidars have to be sent forth immediately as payments, salaries and dividends. This results in finely meshed networks of installments, promoting small-scale societies with a diversity of productive units. 

All moving solidars are based on real value, because they enter the market as payment and are continuously replaced by new solidars, also used as payment from some basic account. Such money cannot be gathered, and thus it does not demand the speculative interest that promotes rampant growth in today’s world economy. 
The solidar volume on the market will increase when there is more to buy (often by installments), and decrease when there is less to buy. Therefore, the amount of money will always correspond to real resources on a real and free market.  The method will slow down our over-production, especially as the time-limited solidar cannot be saved or inherited. 
In case of a natural disaster, the state of the market could be adjusted actively to the new situation by regulating the rate of the solidar decay - for example to hinder excessive hoarding in a crisis caused by, for example, a nature disaster or war. 
Those who live on their basic income could study, pursue idealistic and innovative work, or just recover. Old people, children and handicapped will always use basic income.These people are supplying the market with money. Those who work for salary will produce what is asked for, and could live principally from the sums entering their passage accounts. They could save their basic income to pursue a dream, like starting an enterprise or traveling.  People would surely vary and combine their saving and consumption during their life. 

Each solidar region has a currency reserve where solidars are exchanged to and from foreign currencies, including solidars from other solidar regions with different rate of exchange. 

By import and for traveling solidars are exchanged to foreign currency from the basic accounts, private and public, and always via a public organization for preserving the balance of currency. 

By export foreign currency and solidars from other regions are exchanged to time-limited solidars on the passage accounts, either belonging to a company or a private person. 

This way of exchange is a protection against money speculation. 

Visitors get a time-limited basic account for their traveling funds and a passage account to use it.  
By export foreign currency will enter the currency reserve of the region. From there it is used for import, travels “abroad” and to pay foreign debts and other payments in currencies of the outside world. 

Solar Economy 
The solar energy arrives earth as a life-long gift to every created being. It is given unconditioned, and so is the basic income of the system. The basic income is staying on basic accounts as potential money until it is entering the market as real means of exchange, as payments, always moving and mirroring the solar energy that takes different forms on earth, traded as goods and services. 

The ever-new solar energy is circulating in matter on its way further out in space as warmth, and so is the solidar. The basic accounts in the solidar system correspond to the solar energy preserved in oceans as warmth, contiually distributed on all parts of the planet. 

Individuals can use the solidar like sunshine, wind and water, enjoying it when it is passing. 
If spread spontaneously around the planet the solidar would admit a worldwide sanitation of soil and water, because it doesn`t generate debt. Introduced in time it could even prevent ecological disasters and plundering in case of currency crashes. Introduced as civil preparedness it will become a base for local cultural development and more peaceful minds.

Instead of causing scarcity of the many, the solidar would allocate the gifts of nature in the same way as the sun is spreading its energy. 

You can also see it this way: The solidar enables us to work. 

Questions and answers

Q 1: Who would do the dirty and heavy work when one can live on basic income?
A 1: There would be an economic motivation to do the work. Provided that others refuse to do it, people could claim high salary for doing the job. Those people could let all their basic income accumulate on their basic account as savings. They also could buy shares by insallment to support a production they believe in - and get accational returns when there is a surplus on the passage accounts of the companies. All bigger payments in the systen have to be gradual, as the money on the passage accounts will gradually decrease. This makes many small money-rills on small-scale free markets for goods and services. Even salaries would be a product of supply and demand. It means for example that hard and dirty job will be well paid.
Q 2: Wouldn’t there be too much money for children if they get basic income already from birth?
A 2: It is a political question, so the problem has to be solved by those it concerns. Child basic income could be available for the custodians until the day of maturity of their youngsters. In case it would replace child-allowance, free school- and kindergarten and health care for the children. The parents could use basic income of the child in different ways, for taking care of the children at home when it is needed or creating small scale day-homes with high educational standard.
As an alternative, a corresponding amount could be issued on special basic accounts of the public sector. In case, the basic income for children would begin later, for example at the day of maturity.
Q 3: What about people in dry and infertile regions? Would they be poor forever?
A 3: Not if they are creative. They could cooperate internationally in soil-and-water rehabilitation projects or build sun-cell plants for electricity in sunny regions, maybe for export too. The convertible and interest-free solidar would be suitable for the purpose. Schools can be built, and everyone can go to school because of the economic security of the basic income.
Q 4: How is new high-tech financed in an economy based on installments instead of loans?
A 4: The system allows big scale and expensive production, provided that many contribute to it by installments and/or work. That is urgently needed because of the threatened the eco-systems – and so are sun-cell plants in deserts. It could be directly financed by time-limited, interest-free solidars.
Q 5: Wouldn’t people buy a lot of things when they get full basic income?
A 5: The formerly poor would surely buy, maybe too much for a while. But this is a minor problem compared with the enormous sums now pumped into weapons industry and projects like water reservoits and electricity for those who can afford it. When the aim of economy is to earn money, the poor are deprived of the necessities for life. Interest-free money, however, allows cultivating and distributing resources, ecucation, fresh water and health care. Health is a renewable recourse, and so is education.
Q 6: How could you build a house when the money is time-limited?
A 6: It could be done with many small streams of installments during the construction. You could also form a group to finance the houses of each other, one after the other - and parents could help their youngsters to pay their setting up homes. Houses - and other valuable things – would be inherited instead of money, as money inheritance is replaced by lifetime basic income.
Q 7: How do you start a company?
A 7: You could start with saved basic income if you want an enterprise. If you want to be a part owner of a coop you can pay your shares gradually and get return when the company has a surplus to avoid on its passage accounts, where it otherwise would disappear. You wouldn’t take risks by supporting a company, as all solidar companies are debt-free and non-profit. You as a part owner would earn money when the product is enough asked for. And you could let your children or friends inherit your shares, because they always represent a built up real value. Shares could also be sold without risk for speculation, because they always represent real value.
Imagine you start a digging enterprise of your own. You might take an extra job for a time to be able to save basic income for the purpose. Later you can buy an excavator by installments, and you start your business. After a time you can live on the income and save basic income again - maybe to buy another excavator - and maybe employ a person. If the employed one is industrious he or she could save basic income and start an enterprise too, like you did. In case you have an excavator left, and you employ another one. At the same time you could support your industrious former employee by buying shares in his or her enterprise - by installments as usual. Now you could get returns, if his or her firm gets surplus on the passage accounts of the company that otherwise would be lost.
Q 8: Couldn’t the interest-free solidars be emitted by the state?
A 8: Historical experiments with interest-free money have provoked the bank system, which is sort of a state in the state, mightier than many nations. If a state would threaten the global bank system there would be risk for repression. But no bank would hinder our common survival due to local, down-to-earth reforms, securing life and health of  all, including the most money-rich and the planet.
Q 9: Wouldn’t people speculate in land and water instead of money?
A 9: They already do. As long as the circulating credit money is used, it can be used for speculation in soil, water and even air. The solidar is a protection against that game, as the speculative money is conquered out by the basic income and the new freedom of choice on the solidar market of work.
The Austrian-Argentinean social reformer Silvio Gesell suggested municipalities to buy private land and let the former owners lease it, letting the tenancies be hereditary. The conditions of life for the former landowner would be the same - except that he could not sell the land.
A land reform is a political decision. As such it has to be decided by those it concerns when time has come. It could once be possible though, because solidar regions are free from the capital power now influencing many political decisions.
Q 10: Isn’t the system too technical? Don’t we get trapped into a collective march if all of us get the same basic income - and the same rate of solidar reduction too? It sounds boring.
A 10: There wouldn´t be any collective march. On the contrary. You would get more opportunities and more freedom of choice, because all solidars are created as basic income, enough for a decent life. You can compare this with the interest-system of today, where the poor are excluded from society because of the credit money yielding ever growing interest and economic growth. That is heading for antagonism, hunger, illness and starvation. 
Instead of the artificial debts of today, the ever new solidars would stop the automatic mal-distribution of wealth, and geve much more chances to choose ones work, with or without salary. That is because of the economic security of of basic income. 
All solidars are issued and given unconditionally like the energy they symbolize. The basic accounts in the system correspond to the oceans in the nature, preserving and distributing the energy to all.
Some would say the system is right-twisted because of the personal freedom it gives. Others would say it is left-twisted because of its economic security. But it is neither right nor left, but nature-congruent, making possible a real free market of goods and services and a free market for work. That is principally the same way as the sun is spreading its energy.
Q 11: How could work give social status when there is no competition?
A 11: Money does not give status where there is no scarcity of money. Altruism and meaningful work could be more appreciated than earning soliodars. That would give good options to overcome the greed, and fear in the debt-creating system system of today. Instead of boasting of things and titles you could do the work you really like – with or without money.
Q 12: If you get a too big sum on your passage account, couldn’t you transfer parts of it to the passage accounts of your friends? Couldn’t you use the surplus for bribes as well?
A 12: Gifts are just good, and bribes are forbidden. If people want to make personal use of a too big sum, they have to hurry. It would not be easy. And - from where should the big sum come?
Q 13: It is exciting to gamble on the market. Where is the excitement here?
A 13: New possibilities are exciting. Taking initiatives is exciting – to start an enterprise or explore new fields of investigation or to use ones creativity in other ways. You could also work more freely and take a lot of new challenges. And you could chose to be there for your childern when it is needed, or your old parents, or anyone who needs your help.
Q 14: If global information-system collapses, what would happen with the electronic solidar?
A 14: That would also hit the banks if the backup does not help, but the knowledge how to rebuild the systems cannot collapse. Information technology can be restored, and so can the solidar system. The solidar would even be more attractive after a collapse because of the secure of basic income.
Q 15: It sounds like the land Utopia. How could the system be introduced today by us?
A 15: Yes it reallt sounds like an an utopia - like the information technology we regarded as science fiction two decades ago. What we do today will influence the life of our children and ourselves, even now. If a reform takes time, has to be prepared in time. There is almost no time left, according to the state of earth.. 
The amount of complementary currencies in the world is growing. That is keeping people alive in poor areas, but is not enough. We also need the security of a public sector in the down-to-earth economies of housekeeping. 
Local societies need protection when human rights are replaced by debt-creating money-bought-by-money. We need free culture, solidarity in trade and production and a deep democracy – all threatened by the power of the money-bought-by-money. To protect us from these antisocial money, we need regional public sectors to protect us. That protection is now being ruined by using  the credit money that takes from the poor and gives to the rich. Local, interest-free means of exchange is not enough. We also need money for society protection.
In poor areas the solidar can be introduced locally right now, parallel to the old money, provided it is electricity there. Even very rich people might ask for the solidar as an insurance in case of a crash - or to make sure that they will get economic security when they get old. There are many reasons to prepare for the system now, at once, even if it is not be used until it is urgently needed.
Q 16: Do you have some stable value as security for the solidar, gold for example?
A 16: Sold real value is the security of the solidar, at each time. It means that the amount of money on the market will always correspond to the traded real resources. The numbers on the accounts are not money unless it it is moving in society as payment – and there will not be any payment unless there is a corresponding real value to buy.
Q 17: Couldn’t we introduce the system partly or gradually. I would like try it little by little
A 17: The system could be introduced as civil preparedness and for local development. It could also be introduced for a public sector only. But no conclusions could be drawn from such a half way experiment, because the economic security and the freedom of chosing work would then be lacking. Indebtedness can only be realized in a society whith totally interest-free money, issued as a service of society. This could be done as soon as we have simulated the system and got the equipment for it.

It is time to simulate the system on the basis of actual statistics from some regions. We also need a donation for the software. There is an IT-expert who wants to make the program for the system.
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At the departure of a user his or her two accounts - and a proportional part of the public sector - is nullified.





Basic income is currently issued on the basic accounts for basic income, private as well as public.
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The money reduction on the market is normally compensated by a corresponding basic income, equally distributed to all the users and to the public sector in the region. Alterations could be made as with a tap in case of a sudden ecological and/or demographic change.
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